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Minister’s Message 

Our tongues are small too, and yet they brag about big things. 
It takes only a spark to start a forest fire! James3:5 (Contemporary English Version) 

 

 My late husband was a speech-language pathologist at Grandview Children’s Treatment Centre. He was 
trained with the adult stroke population but ended up working with children. (That’s a whole nother story). 
One of the tips he brought home with him that works for both adults and children is that after you tell 
someone something a couple of times, and they appear not to hear what you’re saying, you need to ask it in 
a different way…use different words and phrases…to reenter…reconnect… This also works when you 
have a question for Google. Depending on how you word the question your computer search engine will 
give you a different result. You may even get sent along a different path.  
 I think it’s time we do the same at church. We need to watch our language. (btw the new VP at my kid’s 
school has come in with a no swearing rule…yowzsa…but I digress) Watching our language means think-
ing about the effect it will have once those words leave our mouths. Often we can’t take back what we 

say…especially if it is just in passing. The challenge I have for us this fall is to welcome one another back 
from travel, cottaging, vacation time, or simple absence without making someone feel reprimanded or 
guilty for having been away. So that means that we have to watch or even change our language…moving 
away from “we haven’t seen you in a long time” or “where have you been” to “nice to see you” or “ I’m so 
glad you’re here/I’m happy to see you”. 
 The real challenge, however, is to use words that not only convey but also display welcome. 
A beleaguered colleague came for dinner and later revealed how welcome she had felt. She said: you didn’t 
just open your door and let me in. You cleaned your house, turned on music, lit a candle, set the table, 
made and served lunch (we do all that in church), and listened to what I said. There’s a difference between 
making space and welcoming. It’s about making someone feel like you want them there. Yes, it is im-
portant for us to notice absence because people may be away if they have become ill or distressed and we 
want to care for them. We can seek them out privately but when they return to church I hope we can be 
gentle about the words we use and not make them feel bad for having been away(although we may have 
missed them). Let us convey how happy we are that they are with us!  
 Jesus’ welcome went way beyond the culturally correct to everyone whose path he crossed especially 
those who had been (in the culture of that day) sent away. Jesus met, talked with, and embraced others in a 
way that made them feel valued and loved. As Christ followers when we welcome others we welcome 
Christ among us. We welcome God. So wear your nametags, learn people’s names, speak to those you 
don’t know or recognize, watch your language, engage. Let’s be exuberant but care-full about the way in 
which we speak our joy! 

                                                                                                              Anne 

 
May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with 
each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we’ll be a choir—not our voices only, but our very 
lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to God! So reach out and welcome one another for God’s 
glory. Jesus did it; now you do it! (The Message) Romans 15:5-7 
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                            FALL HAPPENINGS 

 

Euchre Nights 
The Euchre Nights will start up again this fall on Friday, September 20th at 7:00 pm.  They are open to all lev-
els of card players.  Come for a fun night of dessert, card games, and friendship!  See page 4 for more infor-
mation. 

 

179th Anniversary, Bell Choir, & BBQ Lunch (September 22) 
Sunday, September 22nd will a special day and one you won’t want to miss!  The morning will start off at 
10:30 am with a celebration of our 179th anniversary.  The Way of Grace bell choir will be performing at the 
service.  There will be a barbeque lunch at 11:30.  To finish off the morning, the Sunday School will be provid-
ing sundaes! 

 

Roast Beef Dinner (Wednesday, October 2) 
The annual Roast Beef Dinner will be held on the first Wednesday in October.  This is a great time to recon-
nect with old friends, eat a delicious meal, and help support Brooklin United Church. See page 10 for more 
information. 

 
BUC Book Club 
The BUC Book Club meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  With the cooler weather, reading 
a good book is an enjoyable past-time.  Being able to discuss the book adds to that enjoyment.  See page 7  
for more information.   

 

Halloween Craft Night 
On Friday, October 25th in the CE Hall at 6:00 pm, we will have stations set up to do a variety of Halloween 
themed crafts.  The wearing of a  costume is not mandatory but is thoroughly enjoyed by all!  There will also 
be a movie and a snack.  Little candy bags will be distributed.   

 

CIA Youth Group 

Once a month, the CIA Youth Group will be meeting on a Sunday evening (7:00) to have fun, hang out, and 
explore their Christian faith.  The first meeting is September 29th.  Cost for the year is $10 and permission 
forms will be available that night for parents/guardians to fill out.   

 

Fall Fundraiser 
This year our fall fundraiser of “Fall Into Balance” starts on Sunday, September 15th.  From the bulletin board 
in the church lobby, you will be able to select which of the church’s utility bills you would like to pay in order to 
help the church.  There will be various bills from which to select.  How it works is you select a bill, write a 
cheque to cover the bill amount, place it in the provided envelope, and then place the envelope in the offering 
plate with your regular offering.     
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 A Note from the Choir Loft Fall 2019 

 
Welcome back to everyone, and I hope that you had a wonderful summer! 
The Adult choir is back rehearsing again after summer break. Practice is Thursday eve-
nings 7:30 – 9:00 pm. We always welcome new voices to join, and we do need some 
extra voices to keep the choir strong. Please consider adding your voice to this fun 
group. Remember, you don’t need to read music to join a choir. 
The Christmas Cantata “All is well” presented by the BUC Choir will be happening on 
Sunday December 15th during morning worship. It is a beautiful blend of both tradition-
al and praise music. If you would like to join the choir for this event, rehearsals will 
begin in October. 
The BUC Praise Band will be back soon and we look forward to the music ministry that 
they provide. 
The Choir and Praise Band contribute much to the music at BUC and I would like to 
thank each member for their dedication. 
Don’t miss the celebration of BUC’s 179th anniversary. It will be celebrated with a bell 
choir joining us for morning worship. 
Linda Hunter, 
Music Director,  
Brooklin United Church 

 
     BUC Euchre Parties 
 
Our euchre parties have been a success with a mix of church mem-
bers and community members.  The card games were not intended as 
a fund raiser, but rather as a “fun” raiser so we welcome people re-
gardless of their level of skill to come and enjoy the fellowship.   
For the fall, we will have euchre parties on the 3

rd
 Friday of each month for September 

20, October 18 and November 15.  
The cost is $5 per person.  A very light dessert is served with coffee and tea at 7pm and 
at 7:15 the first game is started.   The games are played progressively with 8 games of 8 
hands each. 
Come, join the fun and learn a new card game if euchre isn’t now in your repertoire. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Worsley 
Euchre Coordinator

Listening System 
 

A listening system has been set up in the BUC Sanctuary.  This is 
available to anyone but you need to bring your own ear phones.  
Currently we only have 1 transistor.  If you are interested, please 
let Rev. Anne Meredith know so more transistors can be purchased.   
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WORK THE CROWD 
 

“CROWD” may be a poorly chosen synonym  for what shows up on most 
Sundays at BUC, especially in the summer.  Let us assume I mean ‘THE CON-
GREGATION”. 

 
Many of us arrive at church, shake hands with the greeters and a few peo-

ple scattered at the back of the church. Usually at that point we are anchored to 
the pew, excluding the mandatory “SHALOM” exercise. 

 
On my better days I “work the crowd”- once inside the sanctuary  I touch 

base with almost everyone there, wearing my name tag. I’ll admit that there are 
Sundays where I pull my head into my shell and grow small. 

  
Here’s where we are likely to plough fertile ground- On any person we don’t 

recognize it would behoove us to pointedly greet them , saying something like , “I 
don’t recall seeing you before or is this your first visit?” Then you can talk about 
the weather, the church, or the price of rice in China, but make them feel wel-
come.  

 
If they feel welcome they are likely to return and we all know we need more 

people to return! 
 
Studies have shown that the earlier in the service that strangers or infre-

quent attendees are greeted the more likely they are to return.  Some churches 
have designated greeters, prowling the parking lot for that exact duty/service. 

 
I know some people are nervous about speaking to strangers or unknowns.  

Personally, I find it fun: it’s amazing how many smiles get passed around this way.   
 
Submitted by, 
Dave White 

How to connect with Brooklin United Church 
 
 905-655-4141      www.brooklinunited.ca  
 
 
 
office@brooklinunited.ca    Twitter:  @RevSAnne  
 

 
 www.facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch   Instagram:  brooklinunited  

http://www.brooklinunited.ca
http://www.facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch
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FALL INTO BALANCE 

   
This Autumn help us FALL INTO BALANCE 
by making an extra contribution towards 
ending the financial year in the black. Pick 
A Bill to help us Make Ends Meet. See the 
bulletin board in the front hall to select how 
you can assist the church in paying its 
debts. 

 
Halloween Craft Night 

 
On Friday, October 25, the church will be 
overtaken by princesses, pirates, firemen, 
Spidermen, and various other characters!  
They will be here to make crafts, watch a 
movie, and have fun.  They will leave with a 
little candy bag.  All this fun begins at 6:00 
pm.  This is open to all Pippa the Pigs, Bat-
mans, hobos, ghosts, and other characters! 
Costumes are not manda-
tory but a welcome addi-
tion to the fun night! 

Flat Jesus 
This summer we participated in a fun activity of Flat Jesus.  It was interesting to 
see all the fun places that Jesus travelled with you.  This activity is two-fold: it 
helps us to keep in touch with our church family during the summer as we travel, 
cottage, and relax.  It also reminds us that Jesus is with us wherever we go, 
whether at a wedding, at the cottage, at the beach, in the Distillery District, at the 
dentist, boating, camping, horse back riding, zip lining or gathering with friends.   

 
St. Vincent’s Kitchen Walk 

Recently Afroza Hossain organized a Walk for St. Vincent’s Kitchen.  Our VBS children were 
asked as their mission project to donate bars, boxed juice, or water.  The bars and beverages 
were appreciated by the walkers and the patrons of St. Vincent’s Kitchen.  A Whitby Tim Hor-
ton’s donated coffee, doughnuts, and muffins.  Ribbon Works in Ashburn made ribbons which 
were given to volunteers and walkers.  Since I was not walking, I asked people for donations 
and over $500 was generously donated.  On the day of the Walk, it was sunny and we had a 
great time! The final amount collected for the Walk has not yet been reported to me.  I enjoyed 
volunteering with Afroza and meeting all the walkers.  Thank you to all those who donated items 
and money for the Walk.   
Submitted by 
Gloria Jackson 
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Anniversary Sunday 
Celebrating Brooklin United Church’s 179

th
 Anniversary, we 

will be joined by Way of Grace Bell Ensemble. Although 
Sunday School will have officially started we’ll have our 
Blessing Service for this ministry. There will be a Luncheon 
to follow and the Sunday School will provide Sundaes 
(because we make Sundaes great)! 

BUC Book Club  
The BUC Book Club will be starting up this year on Tuesday, September 10th 
at 7:30 pm.  If you miss the first meeting, do not fret...you can always start 
in October! 
Here is the book list for this fall: 
 
September 10th  “The Colour of Our Sky” by Amita Trasi.  The genre is of a 
story set in a foreign location and the presenter is Judy Gillespie. 
 
October 8th  “ Educated” by Tara Westover.  The genre is memoir and the 
presenter is Judy Hill. 
 
November 12th  The title of this book will be made 
public soon!  Join the BUC Book Club and you will be 
one of the first people to know!    

Upcoming Baptisms 
 
This fall plans are in the works to honour requests of families to have their babies baptized ei-
ther on September 22, October 13, or November 3. 
    Baptism is a sacrament. It is a sacred act that makes visible the grace of God with the sign of 
water and welcome. It is about blessing and belonging. 
 Baptism is also the beginning of a relationship with a family of faith. Parents and congrega-
tion enter into a covenant relationship which is sealed by the water of baptism. The hope is that 
church experience will enhance and enrich a child’s life. Learning about compassion and gener-
osity and helping one’s neighbour families can grow in faith while making friends and having 
fun.  
 Most importantly, however, baptism is a public celebration declaring that we follow the way of 
Jesus Christ and choose to be Christians. Baptism is a witness to God’s love that has, and will, 
continue to bless our lives. 



8 

 

 



9 

 

 
SUNDAY SERVICE AND SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 

September—November 2019 
 

September 3  UCW starts back up 
September 8  Worship at The Court (9:30 am) Creation Time Service (10:30 am) 
September 10  BUC Book Club (7:30 pm) 
September 12  Prayer Group starts (11:00 am) & BUC Choir starts (7:30 pm) 
September 14  Brooklin Harvest Festival 
September 15  Sunday School begins! 
September 19  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
September 20  Euchre Night (7:00 pm) 
September 22  Anniversary Sunday & Bell Choir (10:30 am), BBQ Lunch (11:30 am) 
September 24  BUC Council Meeting (7:00 pm) 
September 25  St. Vincent’s Kitchen 
September 26  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
September 29  Worship Service (10:30 am) & CIA Youth Group (7:00 pm) 
October 1  UCW Meetings 
October 2  Annual Roast Beef Dinner  
October 3  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
October 6  Worship Service (10:30 am) 
October 8  BUC Book Club (7:30 pm) 
October 10  Prayer Group (11:00 am), MOA (1:00 pm),  & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
October 13  Worship at The Court (9:30 am) Thanksgiving Sunday & Baptism (10:30 am) 
October 14  Thanksgiving Day—office closed 
October 16  Soup Lunch (12:00 pm) 
October 17  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm)  
October 18  Euchre Night (7:00 pm) 
October 20  Worship Service (10:30 am) & CIA Youth Group (7:00 pm) 
October 22  BUC Council Meeting (7:00 pm) 
October 23   St. Vincent’s Kitchen 
October 24  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
October 25  Halloween Craft Night (6:00 pm) 
October 27  Worship Service (10:30 am) 
October 31  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
November 3  Worship Service & Baptism (10:30 am) 
November 5  UCW Meetings 
November 7  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
November 10  Worship at The Court (9:30 am) Remembrance Sunday (10:30 am) 
November 12  BUC Book Club (7:30 pm) 
November 14  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
November 15  Euchre Night (7:00 pm) 
November 17  Worship Service (10:30 am) & CIA Youth Group (7:00 pm) 
November 20  Soup Lunch (12:00 pm) 
November 21  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
November 24  Reign of Christ Sunday (10:30 am) 
November 26   BUC Council Meeting (7:00 pm) 
November 27  St. Vincent’s Kitchen 
November 28  Prayer Group (11:00 am) & BUC Choir (7:30 pm) 
November 29  Christmas in the Village & Carol Sing 
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  BROOKLIN UNITED CHURCH 

          42nd ANNUAL COMMUNITY 

ROAST BEEF DINNER 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2019 

 Sittings at 
 5:15 p.m.  &  7:00 p.m. 

 
Adults $20 

Children Under 12 years $5 
      Preschoolers FREE  (but must have a ticket) 

  
For Tickets Call: 

Church Office (905) 655-4141  
(also available before and following Sunday services) 

This year’s Roast Beef Dinner will our 42
nd

! It is both a GREAT community 
event, looked forward to by our church congregation as well as members of the 
Brooklin community and it is also one of our major fundraisers!  Be sure to get 
your tickets early as they sell fast—especially the early sitting.  Ask your family, 
neighbours and friends if they’d like to attend! Tickets are available from the of-
fice or before and after Sunday worship. 
Many volunteers are needed to make this annual fundraiser, a success. Sign up 
to help at one sitting and get tickets for you and your family for the other! Please 
call the church office to say “Yes! I will help!” High school students wishing to 
earn community service hours are welcome to help! Some specific volunteer 
needs are: 

Potato cookers (potatoes provided)  Dishwashers 

Servers   Tea/coffee maker 

Pie bakers    Gravy servers 

Tuesday set-up crew   Thursday clean-up crew 

Kitchen Helpers 

Thank you to all who help make this fun event happen! 


