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What you see 
 

What it really looks like! 

ZOOM Church 
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Message from the Minister 
 

Love must be sincere…hold fast to what is good. Romans 12: 9 

 
A few years back I was invited to preach at an anniversary service for a church from which I had moved 
more than ten years ago. I began by mentioning that a few things had changed since I was last there. 
Then I pulled my glasses down from my head and put them on. That was followed by uproarious laugh-
ter.  
 
Change happens. That is also demonstrated by these 2 accompanying pictures. One is from Advent 
2018 and the other was just taken last week. You can figure out which is which. In some sense one of 
them also reveals a hidden truth. The global pandemic has caused many other hidden truths to be re-
vealed (even without fact checkers in real time). Sometimes I have had cause to wonder if it is 
someone’s true nature being revealed or just Covid crankiness. 
 
I read an opinion piece in “The Globe and Mail” in April by Elizabeth Renzetti. (“Nothing will be perfect 
again and that’s just fine” 10/20) where she writes: he’s doing the best he can…It’s hard to judge, since 
the great pandemic see-saw is no respecter of emotional equilibrium...What everyone does feel, it 
seems to me is raw. Raw and human and fallible, open to possibilities of catastrophe and grace, all at 
once…but there is a rare opportunity to see how behaviour changes when it is challenged by a new and 
terrifying threat. It seems to me that we’ve quickly – but perhaps only temporarily – lost our appetite to 
strive for perfection…(the) world now on display is messy bookshelves, misshapen sourdough loaves 
and grey roots…It makes you marvel at the energy we spent maintaining the illusion of perfection in the 
first place…We may have a profoundly difference sense of ourselves, our community, our systems of 
production and our future…This is what it looks like to do the best we can, and it’s enough. 
Sometimes you have to let go of the picture of what you thought life would be like and learn to find joy in 
the story you’re living. (and deal with the glare from the hair). 
 
Change happens and we’re coping as we go. We’re adapting. And so, let’s be kind to everyone who is 
getting tired of trying right now – trying to let go, trying to go with the flow, trying to keep up, trying to find 
their balance. I’m with you - trying to make choices that are honest and faithful, trying to love large just 
like Jesus. Know that we love you and are here for you.  
 

 Anne 

 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excel-
lence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Philippians 4:6-8 
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                                           Mayor’s Senior Volunteer Award Nominee 
 
This year Brooklin United Church Council nominated Grace Stanley to be en-
tered as a contestant into the  Mayor’s Senior Volunteer Award .  Many of you 
have seen Grace volunteering around the church, but her volunteering activities 
have extended beyond Brooklin. 
While working as an Assistant Professor at MacMaster University in Hamilton, 
Doctor Grace Stanley was one of a group chosen to go to Pakistan for 5 years 
to teach there.   Regularly throughout the 5 years, Grace volunteered giving in-
oculations against polio to the children.  This involved going out to the villages 
to locate children who had not yet been vaccinated and administering the vac-
cine.  Grace also volunteered for 3 hours per week to provide special tutoring 
for nursing students from the northern villages of Pakistan who needed extra help with their nursing stud-
ies.   
Grace has been involved in door to door canvassing for donations for various organizations, one being 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation.   
Brooklin United Church has assumed responsibility for the meals on the fourth Wednesday of the month 
at St. Vincent’s Kitchen in Oshawa for a number of years.  Grace has been one of the volunteers to serve 
when the regular volunteers are not able to attend.   
At Brooklin United Church, Grace served for 3 years as the Chair of the Ministry & Personnel Committee.  
She organized the committee in their duties to support and assist with the supervision of all church em-
ployees—maintaining “Duty of Care” checks for employees and volunteers and overseeing all working 
conditions for the staff.  Grace was a member of the Equity Committee for 3 years.  She assisted in all 
attempts to educate the members of the congregation in their understanding and acceptance of LGBTQ 
members.  Grace has been one of the volunteers for the past 4 years to set up and volunteer at a booth 
during the Harvest Festival Event in Brooklin.  Lately Brooklin United Church has had volunteers calling 
seniors and shut-ins regularly during the Covid-19 Pandemic and Grace is one who makes calls to spe-
cific individuals or families.  As Co-Chair of the Mission and Advocacy Committee, Grace helps to organ-
ize the committee in their duties to provide practical ways for the people of our congregation to demon-
strate our love of God to our neighbours in this community and beyond.  A direct result of this committee 
and their fundamental beliefs, the committee initiated the establishment of the organization “Bridge to a 
New Home”.   
Bridge to a New Home is a working committee of members of 5 local congregations who combined to 
work together to bring and sponsor refugees to Canada.  At this time, the committee has sponsored a 
single man from Myanmar, a family of 5 (a single woman and 4 children) from Eritrea, and a family of 4 
(husband, wife, and 2 children) from Syria.  They are currently working with the Canadian Government to 
bring the brother of the Eritean woman as a refugee to Canada as well. Grace actively assisted in the 
fundraising of over a hundred thousand dollars which is being used to support the families that were 
sponsored  This fundraising included bake sales, collaboration on music concerts and other activities.  
During the first year after the family arrived from Africa, Grace drove to South Oshawa regularly to look 
after the 4 children because their mother started her school day earlier than the children.  She walked the 
children to school, sometimes through 2 feet of snow or through teeming rain storms.  Grace helps the 
family manage illness issues including driving them to the doctor’s office, the dentist’s office or to the 
hospital as required, advocating for them during times of illness, and ensuring that the children are cared 
for when the mother is unwell.  During the current pandemic, Grace drives to South Oshawa weekly to 
make sure that the family has everything that they need and are managing OK.   
These volunteer positions show the life-long commitment to volunteer work undertaken by Grace.  She 
works tirelessly to enrich the lives of everyone in Whitby by reaching out to those in our immediate com-
munity of Brooklin, to the residents of Durham Region by her association with St. Vincent’s Kitchen and 
the Bridge to a New Home and by extending her concerns to the international community as well.  Grace 
says that all of her volunteer work has brought her much joy and satisfaction.  Congratulations Grace on 
your nomination!   

 
 
 
 

(Thank you to Ken & Sharon Worsley for gathering this information) 
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SUNDAY SERVICE AND SPECIAL EVENTS  CALENDAR  
 

November 1  All Saints Sunday Facebook Live and Zoom (10:00 am) 

November 2-6 Office  closed 

November 8  Remembrance Sunday on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am); streamed 
from the Sanctuary via Facebook Live (11:30 am) 

November 10   BUC Staff Meeting (10:00 am); BUC Book Club (7:30 pm via Zoom)  

November 15   Worship service on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am) 

November 22  Reign of Christ Service on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am)  

November 24  BUC Council Meeting via conference call (6:20 pm)  

November 29   Advent 1 (Hope) & Holy Communion worship service on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 
am); streamed from the Sanctuary via Facebook Live (11:30 am) 

December 6  Advent 2 (Peace) worship service on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am) 

December 13  Advent 3 (Love) worship service on Facebook Live & Zoom(10:00 am) 

  Pre-recorded Christmas Concert posted on website (www.brooklinunited.ca) and Facebook 
(facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch) 

December 20  Advent 4 (Joy) on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am); streamed from the Sanctuary via 
Facebook Live (11:30 am) 

December 24  Pre-recorded Christmas Eve Service posted on website (www.brooklinunited.ca) and Face-
book (facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch) (3:00 pm) 

December 27  No worship service scheduled (due to vacation.)   

January 3  Epiphany Sunday worship service on Facebook Live & Zoom (10:00 am) 

                           Advent Take Out for Sunday School Families 

 Before we know it, it will be Christmas! In the weeks before, our church 

usually “gets ready” for the holy celebration of Christ’s birth. We prepare by 

remembering the hope, peace, joy, and love that comes to us through Jesus.  

 Assuming that our current worship and church life is still the same, due to 

the global pandemic, we will be worshipping online via Zoom and Facebook 

Live. To help you prepare for Christmas at home, we’re going to create an Advent Take Out Box. 

This would include a wee wreath kit and weekly ritual, an Advent calendar, and a surprise. 

If you are part of our regular Sunday School community, you will have Take Out 

delivered to your door. We do want to make sure you are on that list so if you’re 

interested please let us know! Also, if your address has changed, we need to be 

able to find you so let us know where your Advent preparations will be taking 

place. 

 If you are older than those who normally attend Sunday School and would like the ritual and cal-

endar, just connect with the office and we’ll put you on the elves’ list.  

Let us know before November 16
th
. See the contact information on page 10. 

     A Big Thanks to Ken Worsley! 
After many years of valuable service on the Property Committee, Ken Worsley has asked to step down.  His 
varied skills, his proficiency in planning and his around the clock availability have been gifts to the church.  
His contributions to Property have been immense and have certainly gone above and beyond the call. 
Thank you Ken for your years of service and all you have done for BUC (the building, the property, and the 
people).   
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Grocery Card Report Fall 2020 
 

We started the year on a great note, sales were steadily increasing until COVID hit in March. It has 
taken a few months to regain the sales but with the help of Audrey Parker and Karen Folkerson we 
have sold a record $13,715 during the last 6 months. A very big thank you to Audrey and Karen and 
to our regular grocery card buyers and hope that you may consider purchasing your grocery cards 
from Brooklin United to help generate much needed funds for our church.  
Cards are available in $25, $50 or $100 denominations and can be used at any of these stores an-
ywhere in Canada: 
Metro ($25, $50, $100) - A&P, Food Basics, Dominion, Ultra and stores that sell “Equality” prod-

ucts. 
Sobeys – ($50, $100) Freshco, IGA, Foodland and stores that sell “Our Compliments” products.  
Loblaws - ($50) No Frills, Superstore, Zehrs, Independent, Valu Mart and stores that sell 

“President Choice” products. 
While we continue our partnership with Westminster United Church, they have discontinued sales at 

this time as their church has not reopened since March 18th.  Once things resume, we will once 
again purchase PC cards.   

Thank you again for making this fundraiser a successful revenue for our church. If you would like to 
purchase gift cards as donations to St. Vincent’s Kitchen or to the 
food drive, Karen would be more than happy to help you. 

Stay safe and see you on Zoom, 
 

Elaine Murphy 
Grocery Card Convenor 
 

 
Euchre Parties 

 
BUC euchre parties have been discontinued in response to the government’s direc-
tives on social distancing.  It is not possible to social distance and to use one deck of 
cards among 4 people at a card table.  Progressive euchre involves changing part-
ners every 8 hands and as a result, even more mixing of people and possibly con-
taminated cards become a danger for all.  We will resume the euchre parties as soon 
as the government declares the danger over and a return to post-pandemic normal 

becomes a reality. 
Our euchre parties in the past have been a success with a mixture of congregational members and com-
munity members.   The card games were not intended as a fund raiser, but rather as a “fun” raiser so we 
welcomed people regardless of their level of skill to come and enjoy the fellowship.   
The cost was and will remain $5 per person.  A very light dessert will be served with coffee and tea at 7 
pm and at 7:15 pm the first game will started.   The games are played progressively with 8 games of 8 
hands each. 
We hope to see everyone come back as soon as the emergency measures for Covid-19 have been dis-
continued.  Come join the fun and learn a new card game if euchre isn’t now in your repertoire. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Worsley 
Euchre Coordinator 
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Are you ever thought about joining a book club but you felt you didn’t have 
enough time to read the books?  Well… now that we all have more time on our 
hands,  this is a good time to join the BUC Book Club.  Here are some of their 
upcoming dates and books: 
  
 Tuesday November 10, 7:30pm  The Huntress by Kate Quinn 
 Tuesday January 12, 7:30 pm  Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver 
 Tuesday February 9, 7:30 pm  Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane  
 
For now, meetings are being held over Zoom (video or telephone) and if someone is interested in joining, 
they may contact either Barb Bunting or Bonny Langille for more details on how to participate. 

October Food Drive 

 Thanks to everyone who donated to our Saturdays-in-October Drive-in Food-Drive! A trunk load of 

food items were delivered to St. Vincent’s Kitchen each week. These items were used as part of the meal 

and care packages that were handed out every Sunday afternoon. Special thanks to Bob McLean who 

was there every week and to MOA Committee members for assisting. Thanks to our administrator Karen 

Folkerson who set things up ahead of time and sanitized the used space afterwards.  

 Items that were too big to be handed out in StVK care packages were set aside for the BUC Christmas 

Hamper Programme which will be going forward in a carefully planned way. Families are still in need of 

our help. See back page on how you can help.  
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COVID-19 and Brooklin United 

In March of this year our worlds were turned upside down by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and we 
have all felt the impacts of this.  At Brooklin United the difficult decision was made in mid-March to close 
our doors to in-person worship, to our renters and to send our staff to work from home.  Rev. Anne moved 
very quickly to set up online and telephone worship which has been an amazing during this difficult time.   
Even though we are not able to be together in person, we all have the opportunity to see or hear each oth-
er on Sunday mornings as we worship together. 

In June, as the number of COVID-19 cases finally began to fall, a committee was formed by BUC Council 
to begin the process of figuring out how and when we might safely open the doors once again.  The ‘Re-
Opening Committee’ consists of Rev. Anne Meredith, Karen Folkerson (our Office Administrator) Rob Lan-
gille and Bonny Langille.  We gathered information and researched regulations, guidelines, and best-
practices from across Canada, the USA and elsewhere. 
Over the course of the summer a comprehensive set of protocols was developed to ensure that when we 
were able to reopen, we would be able to do so safely, meeting and exceeding all government directives. 
We gathered sanitizing and safety supplies, made plans for safe, socially distanced entry and exit of the 
sanctuary, and marked off pews to maintain 2 metres distance from other congregants. A ‘sneeze guard’ 
was installed to protect the A/V technician and those walking past that person.  Cleaning protocols were 
developed, and staff worked out a space-sharing plan to reduce contact between them. A copy of this plan 
is available from the office if you wish to read it.  
As we realized that it will be a long time before everyone feels safe and comfortable returning to the sanc-
tuary, a sub-committee was also formed to develop a technology plan that would allow us to continue to 
use Zoom from the church sanctuary even after in-person worship resumes.  Ivan Sirman, Marc Sirman, 
Darryl Somerville, Anne Meredith, Bonny & Rob Langille met over the summer and settled on a plan that 
included the purchase of cameras and other required equipment to allow us to stream video from the 
sanctuary.  Darryl generously donated a powerful new computer (our old computer was over 15 years old) 
that would be capable of handling this and Karen Folkerson worked diligently with internet service provid-
ers to increase our internet power.   Unfortunately, it turns out that internet service in our area of Brooklin 
is not powerful enough to handle Zoom and better internet is not available, so technology plans have been 
put on hold for now. 
n September, the COVID-19 situation had sufficiently improved enough for us to consider resuming in-
person worship, which we did on September 27 and October 6.  Several people felt comfortable returning 
to the sanctuary, and it felt good to see people face-to-face.  However, as we all know, the number of cas-
es began to rise in early October and on October 7 a special meeting of BUC Council was held to make 
the decision to remain open or to close once again.  To help make this decision, which we are likely going 
to have to make repeatedly in the months ahead, a decision-making tool was developed (see next page).  
The difficult decision was made to close once again until the safety of all can be assured. Hopefully, this 
tool will enable Council to objectively re-assess the situation each month at Council meetings. 
As we slowly move into the phases of reopening our church, protocols and procedures will help us contin-
ue to live out the Great Commandment, “You shall love the Lord your God … and you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:37–39, NRSV). During this time, as throughout our time of exile, love for 
ourselves will be expressed in the ways we protect ourselves from COVID-19. In the same way, love for 
our neighbor will be expressed in the ways we continue to protect them.  
The way forward will not be a matter of following a strict timetable, but of faithfully discerning the signs of 
the times, and responding accordingly as the faithful people of Brooklin United Church have done for gen-
erations. 
 

Submitted by BUC Re-Opening Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Guess who?!   
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Revised Matrix 

 

In-Person Services Decision Matrix  

Criteria 

Weighting 
Multiplier 
(relative im-
portance) 

              Oct-7-20 

Staff 
Comfort 
Level 

8 
Not Com-
fortable at 

all 
        

Very Com-
fortable 

  Raw 
Weight

ed 

    0         5   5 40 

# of Cas-
es (GTA) 

5 
Rising rap-

idly 
        

Low for 
prolonged 

period 
  

2 10 

    0         5   

# Cases 
in Local 
Schools 

4 
Greater 
than 5 

        No cases   
0 0 

    0         5   

# Individ-
uals 
Served 

3 
Less than 

10 
        

More than 
10 

  
2 6 

    0         5   

Total 
Score 

Maximum 
            

  
11 56 

20   

Result 

Weighted 
scores less 

than 
75/100=close

d 

            

  

Closed 
  

                                                     Zoom Funny 
One Sunday when BUC was streaming from the Sanctuary, unbe-
knownst to the “technical crew”, the camera was filming  and stream-
ing everything sideways.  After watching the service at home, Jim 
Innes commented, “First time I got to attend to church while lying 
down!”   
 

    Zooming in on Family Gatherings: Uninvited Guests 
It had been a tradition to have a family gathering, including two households from Brooklin, one from 
London, and two from Colborne over the Easter holiday period.  Because it was not possible to gather 
in person during this past Easter, our niece organized a virtual dinner to take place over Zoom.  At that 
time a password was required to join a Zoom group and we received the required invitation and pass-
word.  At the appointed time we sat down with our laptop and initiated joining the dinner.  We (and they) 
were surprised to find that we had landed in the midst of a dinner with a family that we did not 
know.  We  said "excuse us" thinking that we had made a technical error (our first time on Zoom) and 
tried again, but it happened again.  It seemed that our passwords were the same as theirs; after a 
phone call, our niece changed our password and all ended virtually well.  
 
Grace Stanley 
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                                                              Christmas Hamper Program 
 
Once again we will be running our Christmas Hamper Program with our primary goal being to make it as 
safe as possible for our hamper recipients, volunteers and donors. 
We will provide hampers for 60 families:  25 families on the Ontario Works program, 25 client families of 
Durham AIDS, and 10 families from Brooklin United and St. Thomas Anglican churches.  
 
Together with your support, and the support of our community partners we will provide Christmas Ham-
pers with gift cards suitable for the age levels within the families, knitted items for each family member, 
grocery cards to correspond to the size of the family, and canned food.  
   
We are forming our Christmas Hamper Team and Sean Stack and Harry O’Neal will continue to be part of 
the team.  The roles will look somewhat different this year as we put in new plans to make it a safe pro-
cess for all.  Please reach out to our coordinator, Marguerite O’Neal, by phone or email (see below) if 
you are interested in being part of the Hamper Program this year.    
 
Thank you to those who have already stepped forward to help, such as our knitters who are already creat-
ing beautiful items for our hampers!  We also look forward to you joining us to fulfill our commitment to 60 
families by donating food, purchasing gift cards, or sponsoring a family.  
 
Given the safety and health concerns related to the pandemic, we will not be picking gift tags off the 
Christmas tree, purchasing gifts, or packing and delivering hampers in the usual way.  How can you par-
ticipate:  
a. Sponsor a Family - purchase gift cards in smaller denominations for family members with suggested 
gift cards provided; donate money to the program through e-transfer, cheque or cash to BUC. 
b. Sponsor an Individual - purchase gift card(s) in small amounts ($10, 20, 25),  donate money to the 
Hamper Program through e-transfer, cheque or cash to BUC, or to donate dry goods  
c. Care and Share - Donations of dry goods.  
 
All donations accepted until December 6. 
 
Interested in being a part of the Christmas Hamper Team?  Contact Marguerite O’Neal at  
Marguerite@margueriteoneal.ca  or by phone 647-964-3932.    
 

Brooklin United Church 
19 Cassels Rd. E. 

Brooklin, ON  L1M 1A4 

905-655-4141 (office)   
office@brooklinunited.ca / www.brooklinunited.ca 

Twitter:  @RevSAnne 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch 

Instagram:  brooklinunited 
 

 

mailto:office@brooklinunited.ca
http://www.brooklinunited.ca
http://www.facebook.com/BrooklinUnitedChurch
http://www.instagram.com/brooklinunited/?hl=en

